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Ch. 1 - What Do Sociolinguists Study? 
Sociolinguistics - study of the relationship between language and society; the way people talk is 
influenced by the social context in which they are talking p.1 

social identity - indicated thru the way we talk p.2 

Linguistic variation can provide social information p.3 

Languages provide a variety of ways of saying the same thing p.3 

linguistic variation - occurs at levels such as sounds, word-structure (morphology) and grammar 
(syntax), vocabulary p.5 

variety (code) - any set of linguistic forms which patterns according to social factors p.6 

social considerations - the participants, the social setting, and the topic and purpose of the 
interaction p.7 

linguistic choices - reflect the influence of: 
• the participants 
• the setting 
• the topic 
• the function (p.8) 

4 Dimensions of Analysis: 
• Social Distance 
• Status 
• Formality 
• Functional - the goal of interaction p. 9 

The more referentially oriented an interaction is, the less it tends to express the feelings of the 
speaker p.10 

Ch. 2 - Language Choice in Multilingual Communities 
domain - involves typical interactions between typical participants in typical settings p.21 
3 social factors in code choice: 

• participants 
• setting 
• topic 

diglossia - in original sense, has three crucial features: 
1. two distinct varieties of the same language are used in the community, with one regarded as 
a high (H- Social power and prestige) and the other a low (L) variety 
2. each variety is used for quite distinct functions: H and L complement each other 
3. No one uses the H variety in everyday conversation p.27 

diglossia - where two languages are used for different functions in a speech community p.30 

diglossia - with respect to the community 
Context means EVERYTHING = connotations 

Bilingual - with respect to the individual 
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